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Federal laws already punish some crimes
committed against people on the basis of race
or religion or national origin, but as the attor-
ney general made so clear, not all crimes
committed for that purpose. This would
strengthen and expand the ability of the Jus-
tice Department by removing needless juris-
dictional requirements for existing crimes
and giving Federal prosecutors the ability to
prosecute hate crimes committed because of
sexual orientation, gender, or disability, along
with race and religion.

Now, again I say, when we get exercised
about these things, in particular, when some-
one dies in a horrible incident in America
or when we see slaughter or ethnic cleansing
abroad, we should remember that we defeat
these things by teaching and by practicing
a different way of life and by reacting vigor-
ously when they occur within our own midst.
That is what this is about. And we should
remember, whenever we, ourselves, commit
even a small slip, where we dehumanize or
demonize someone else who is different from
us, that every society must teach, practice,
and react, if you want to make the most of
the world toward which we are moving.

Our diversity is a godsend for us and the
world of the 21st century. But it is also the
potential for the old, haunting demons that
are hard to root out of the human spirit. The
‘‘Hate Crimes Prevention Act’’ would be im-
portant, substantively and symbolically, to
send a message to ourselves and to the world
that we are going into the 21st century deter-
mined to preach and to practice what is right.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:51 a.m. in the
Roosevelt Room at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Andrew Ketterer, Maine at-
torney general; Rt. Rev. Jane Holmes Dixon, Suf-
fragan Bishop of the Episcopal Diocese of Wash-
ington, DC, who introduced the President; and
President Slobodan Milosevic of the Federal Re-
public of Yugoslavia (Serbia and Montenegro).

Memorandum on Hate Crimes in
Schools and College Campuses

April 6, 1999

Memorandum for the Attorney General, the
Secretary of Education

Subject: Annual Reports on Hate Crimes in
Schools and College Campuses

One of the greatest challenges facing our
Nation is to ensure that all Americans share
the same opportunities, regardless of their
race, color, religion, national origin, sexual
orientation, gender, or disability.

To meet this challenge, we must ensure
that our Nation’s laws fully protect all its citi-
zens. That is why I have called on the Con-
gress to pass legislation to strengthen existing
Federal hate crimes laws by removing need-
less barriers to prosecuting violent crimes
based on race, color, religion, or national ori-
gin and expanding the law to cover acts of
violence committed because of a person’s
sexual orientation, gender, or disability. This
legislation will assist us in responding to the
kind of heinous and cowardly hate crimes we
have witnessed in the last year.

At the same time, we must learn more
about the prevalence of hate crimes and
other acts of intolerance—especially among
our young people, whose attitudes and expe-
riences will shape the America of the 21st
century. In order to better understand the
problem of hate crimes and intolerance
among young people, I direct the Attorney
General and the Secretary of Education to
include in their annual report card on school
safety a section on hate crimes among young
people, covering crimes committed both dur-
ing and after school. In addition, I direct the
Secretary of Education, with appropriate as-
sistance from the Attorney General, to collect
data on hate crimes and bias on college cam-
puses for periodic publication.

These steps will help us better understand
the problems of bigotry we face among young
people, and to improve the ways we respond
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to these problems, through improved cur-
ricula, after-school youth programs, and simi-
lar measures. At the same time, our proposed
legislation will help to ensure that when hate
crimes do occur, they are prosecuted as ef-
fectively as possible. I appreciate your com-
mitment to improving the enforcement of
this Nation’s laws and to fighting bigotry
among young people and others, and I look
forward to your continuing leadership in
these areas.

William J. Clinton

Remarks to the United States
Institute of Peace
April 7, 1999

Thank you, Richard. Max Kampelman,
thank you for being with me today. And I
thank the U.S. Institute for Peace for arrang-
ing this presentation on, as I’m sure all of
you know, relatively short notice.

I’d also like to acknowledge the presence
here with me today of Secretary Albright and
Ambassador Barshefsky, National Security
Adviser Berger, and two important former
members of my national security team, Tony
Lake and Tara Sonenshine, who is a senior
adviser here to the Institute for Peace.

I would like to begin just by thanking this
body for what you do every day to help our
administration and the Congress and the
American people think through the most
challenging foreign policy issues of our time.
And I thank you in particular for your deter-
mination to reach out to a younger genera-
tion of Americans to talk to them about the
importance of these issues and the world
they will live in.

In February I gave a speech in San Fran-
cisco about America’s role in the century to
come. We all know it’s an extraordinary mo-
ment when there is no overriding threat to
our security, when no great power need feel
that any other is a military threat, when free-
dom is expanding, and open markets and
technology are raising living standards on
every continent, bringing the world closer to-
gether in countless ways.

But I also argued that globalization is not
an unmixed blessing. In fact, the benefits of
globalization, openness and opportunity, de-

pend on the very things globalization alone
cannot guarantee: peace, democracy, the sta-
bility of markets, social justice, the protection
of health and the environment.

Globalization can bring repression and
human rights violations and suffering into the
open, but it cannot prevent them. It can pro-
mote integration among nations but also lead
to disintegration within them. It can bring
prosperity on every continent but still leave
many, many people behind. It can give peo-
ple the modern tools of the 21st century, but
it cannot purge their hearts of the primitive
hatreds that may lead to the misuse of those
tools. Only national governments, working
together, can reap the full promise and re-
duce the problems of the 21st century.

The United States, as the largest and
strongest country in the world at this mo-
ment—largest in economic terms and mili-
tary terms—has the unavoidable responsi-
bility to lead in this increasingly inter-
dependent world, to try to help meet the
challenges of this new era.

Clearly, our first challenge is to build a
more peaceful world, one that will apparently
be dominated by ethnic and religious con-
flicts we once thought of—primitive but
which Senator Moynihan, for example, has
referred to now as postmodern. We know
that we cannot stop all such conflicts. But
when the harm is great and when our values
and interests are at stake and when we have
the means to make a difference, we should
try.

That is what we and our NATO allies are
doing in Kosovo, trying to end the horrible
war there, trying to aid the struggling democ-
racies of southeastern Europe, all of whom
are threatened by the violence, the hatred,
the human exodus President Milosevic’s bru-
tal campaign has unleashed. We are deter-
mined to stay united and to persist until we
prevail.

It is not enough now for Mr. Milosevic
to say that his forces will cease fire in Kosovo,
denied its freedom and devoid of its people.
He must withdraw his forces, let the refugees
return, permit the deployment of an inter-
national security force. Nothing less will
bring peace with security to the people of
Kosovo.
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